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Neighborhood Councils Improve the 


Neighborhood 


There are still some community workers and 
they 


city officials who shudder when y hear the 
words * ia arar council." ' They envision 
a loosely or; sas ized, een irascibl 
band of do-g Es ers yi. is a dus 
merely beans they reside or 


a particular section of the Es ier are en 
dowed with profound insight into that sec 
tion's proble s a ing 


tl 

some toe Hin i 
three years which may be 

valid elsewh: 

The CE E Dus Council of 
Newark, New Jers s formed in Decem 
1955, by an aces s resid 

]t that 


er 
55 ents d gna 
munity lea: e 


by Stanley B. Winters 


s being exerted to open the doors of n 
. Early mee 


ameliorate them 
and Purposes 


Aims 
One of the council’s first actions was to es- 
to be non- 


ference in South Side High School, May, 1956, 


attended by 250 persons. A series of house 
pig sae council meets in private homes 
save fo € function: ns—est: tablished a block- 


one hok into their own sm 
1 


who 
itself must id initiative in studying and han- 
s proble: y 


ling i ie problems were many 
nd obvious: over E school classrooms, 
shorta; arking space, illegal building c con- 


versions, S d dwelling main 
declining confidence in the area's i23 and 
transiency. 2 Ex al and institutional 


di ro families, seeking 
better ene were nos in. Little effort 


Stan inters is ideo in huma aus at News 
ark College of Engineering. 


Issued by 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITY COUNCILS, 796 Broad St, Newark 2, N. J. 


olution of local block prob- 

lems. Today, the Clinton ri dee a 

Council numbers over 500 individuals belor ng- 
ing to 21 block branches d sev 

gus p affiliated bush 11 member 

Income from 

the one ee mon and five dollars in- 

stitutional-due: sole source of revenue 

for a budget which d one thousand 

dollars annually. 


Or; EE the council is set up on a 
representative basis. Each block branch HE in- 


z 


stitution is E to two delegates to the 


Council Assembly, the p Pu making bo a 
which meets PIT Day-to-day affairs a 

conducted by end ES nd een es 
committees. Thes cers esident, five 
vice- presidents, phus de ns easurer) are 
elected at-large eve o rs, and together 
with the appointed HE of standing com 


compose the _ Executive com ttee. 
The E. i car- 
ries out council policy, and through Di 
and projects makes policy recommendations 


the Council Assem! ommi! ioclode 
Welfare & Welcome, Housing, Health & Sani 
tation, Recreation, ai ning, among others. 
Hardly a night of the nons goes by without 
some Deum pancho mittee getting to- 
gether he aes of the Clinton 


Hill Neighborhood Council 


A Flexible Force 
The Council's structure re permits it to be a 
exible, 

t. It functions in a number of ways, on a 
nina of levels. 

Primarily, the Sue functions to bring city 

dwellers together to work for common ends. 

his is eee ian if one is cognizant of 

the provincialism and loneliness which crowd- 

ity lif n engenders, feelings which 


Er represents a 
Ee = the 
ersity gives i ength, 
enabling it to mobilize the total Rates 


Faith in the City 
Out of these meetings and discussions arise 
elements rarely present on the urban scene: 
community spirit, pride in street and home, 


faith in the city's future, perhaps a blueprint 
of that future, and confiden ce in the capacity 
estions in 


Ed N 
the council h 
that it means business. Experts are consulted 
the secretary to the Zonin, 
fes cuiu Mn on Group Rel 

the Co ommission on 


nplex c 
to grow stronger. Yes, Clinton 


Till can go uphill as well as dose 


From Individual t 
Then the program planted : uo sub-soil 
moves toward the surface, from individual to 
block branch, from committee to Council As 


agency. 
role which affects the larger community. Other 
neighborhoods take notice and begin or- 
ganize EA the social S SEE begin to 
that they are dealing not with a flash-in- 
the e-pan, not with hysterical visionaries, but 
with people who know what they want. These 
people are not unyielding; they are willing to 
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Perhaj e reorientation 

the ms level as well; x e 
and higher leadership have f. 
real need. The clo, 


explore ueris alternatives T the goal. 
aps s may be needed o 


city officials 


for an early morning bus is actually a resident 


m for alert: 
ing a and uplifting those responsible for com- 
munity s 

Council members also have much to learn. 
Jus: which official sould be called z attend 


How 
d and wh ere do 
Wh here exclusive suburbs 


they get their funds? 
d racially 


newal Project? The neighbo 
sort of civic spontaneous combustion flaring i 
the antiquated a RUD. ‘ela Des 
structure that is the Am city today. If 


Ea 


new methods must be tried, 
new alliances formed? 


Path Not Smooth 
Actually, once the city administration and 
social agencies awake to the inherent energy in 
the neighborl council, much can bz ac- 
complished. The neighborhood sees some re- 
SEU die 1 


p i 
some more De others which shoot for 
the stars. On its part, the city saves thousands 
E: dollars by sli hundreds of volun 
non-specialized tasks such as distributicn of 
ies quee ipie pit prompt reporting 
of zoning violations, and suggestions for better 
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traffic control. The social worker gains inspira- 


tion from e plain, lesome sentiments 
voiced in block branch m The path is 

not always pars Jea officials, long en- 

sconced, feel that they Aet w besi t. Let amg 
ae they say; the es crisis E ze and be for. 

tten. But of c is the "— 

E ‘hich knows bes, even though itm may not al- 

know the most 


eiii means of achieving them. This is 
where the expert can help in vanis for a 
beer future. 


e Care of our Own 
In the course s such planning the council 
functions to " 
d serious: od white woman, one finds, is 


cover new 


pu sS PEE. 
um or ] any 


META of hundr a of peo 
onored, and employed. I 
Ni: od council helps nurture the 
ood in every man upon wl oh te theory and 
practice of democracy are predicat 
Finally, tl ne Spe] functions to raise the 
mang 


utional programs, ingrowth an 
often flourish. It is heard that eve: 


care of his own nae Both creed a mra 
ctate this. But creed and hs dio Eu 
n my brother's keeper. 


owerful forces which create neighborhoo 
stability, poor morale, and urban blight. B 


^J ufa eftt) 


meeting under the broad aegis of the neigh- 
borhood council, persons from UNE insti- 
tutions often perceive problem areas which de- 
mand united action. Such united pum does 
not sacrifice but elevates principle. United ac- 
tion creates great moral and material power in 
the community. One vehicle for united action 

in the ond Advisory ems which con- 
ists of t leaders, i g 


glance at the A They provide the 
overview needed to keep an even keel. Their 

acili- 
tate the execution of its tasks. When the need 
for RES uu arises, another force which 
often is the Associated. Community 
CURES es now numbers ten neighbor- 


hood groups. By these means ever-widening 
d of people are reached and drawn into 
activity. The question is, will the circles widen 
to aix people in numbers and conscious- 
es! re at- 


xn K 
held by de unions, and large 
Sp sites be applie s to ee e dgio 
s they are to tl 
Northern city dwellers have much to win 
before they can say that the house is in order. 
"The problems are growing € than they are 
being solved. In this race 
borhood council E s a movement dia. 
medeny opposed to the violent segregationist 


gk 


» he NE s can help advance toward the fro 
tier of better race relations and a healthier, 
mue life for city families. 


